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Instructions for Authors 

Aims & Scope 
The Journal of Clinical Speech and Language Studies is a peer-reviewed periodical published 
by the Irish Association of Speech and Language Therapists (IASLT). The purpose of the 
Journal is to encourage and showcase the growing research environment in Ireland and to 
provide a forum for the exchange of information and discussion of both clinical and 
theoretical issues regarding communication science and disorders in children and adults, 
swallowing and its disorders, as well as speech and language therapy. 

The Journal publishes a range of articles – experimental and clinically oriented papers, 
reviews, discussions, and clinical fora. Studies from both quantitative and qualitative 
frameworks are encouraged. They must have appropriate and clear methodology and 
thoroughly analysed and interpreted results. The Journal also publishes readers’ responses 
and book review but advanced notification to the Editor(s) is required. In order to 
encourage the growing research environment in Ireland, papers based on high standard 
student honours projects and conference papers presented at the IASLT Conference are 
welcomed. 

The Journal is published once a year. Members of the IASLT will receive a hard copy of the 
Journal and the correspondence author will receive an electronic copy of the published 
paper. Electronic copies of the latest and back issues will be made available from the IASLT 
website: http://www.iaslt.ie/  

Copyright 
The Journal of Clinical Speech and Language Studies considers all manuscripts on the 
condition that they are the property (copyright) of the submitting author(s). A copyright 
agreement will be sent to the corresponding author if the paper is accepted. This will have 
to be signed and returned to the Editor(s) for transferring the copyright to the Journal. 
Papers which are published in the Journal of Clinical Speech and Language Studies are the 
property of the Journal and permission to republish must be obtained from the Editor(s). 

Contributors who wish to include in their manuscript copyrighted materials (e.g., figure, 
table, etc.) that are owned by a party other than the contributors are required to secure 
permission for the reproduction of these materials. 

Submission of Manuscripts 
Submission of a manuscript to the Journal should be made directly to the Editor(s): 

Dr. Alice Lee 
Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences 
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University College Cork 
Brookfield Health Sciences Complex 
College Road 
Cork 
Republic of Ireland 
Email: a.lee@ucc.ie  

The submission should be accompanied by a cover letter or email stating that the submitted 
manuscript comprises original work which has not been published, nor being considered for 
publication elsewhere; and that the study on which the paper has been based has received 
full ethical approval by an appropriate Research Ethics Committee. 

First-time authors who plan to submit a manuscript based on their Bachelor’s dissertation or 
Master’s thesis are strongly advised to work on the paper with their research supervisor(s) 
who are familiar with the general logistics and requirements of journal submission. 

Review Process 
Manuscripts submitted will be double-blind peer-reviewed by at least two independent 
reviewers and where relevant by a statistical assessor. Generally, authors remain 
anonymous before these reviewers but this may not be possible in the case of publishing 
IALST conference papers. It is usual for manuscripts to undergo revision following 
suggestions made by the reviewers before being finally accepted for publication. The final 
decision regarding publication including priority rests with the Editor(s). 

The following is a general guide for the review and manuscript revision time: 
 Time for peer review of a manuscript: 6 weeks 
 Time for completing minor revision: 30 days 
 Time for completing major revision: 60 days 
 No deadline in case of re-submission 

Preparation of Manuscripts  
Please follow the guidelines stated below when preparing the manuscript. Manuscripts that 
do not comply with these requirements will be returned to the author(s) for correction 
before peer review. 

All manuscripts must be written in English. Word limit is approximately 4,500 words for 
research papers and 2,000 words for reviews and discussions (excluding references). The 
manuscripts should be typed in 12pt font and in double space on A4 paper with margins of 1 
inch or 2.54 cm. 

The order of the manuscript should be: 
Title page: This should include the article title, the full name, degree(s), and affiliation(s) of 
the submitting author(s), as well as the contact information (i.e., corresponding address, 
telephone and fax numbers, and email address) of the corresponding author. 
Abstract: This should not exceed 200 words. For experimental and clinically oriented papers, 
this should include the following sections – objective(s), method, main results, conclusion, 
and any clinical implications, where appropriate. 
Key words: 3-8 words. 
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Text: For research papers, this should include background, aim(s), methods and procedures, 
results, discussion, conclusions and implications. For reviews and discussion, this should 
include background, aim(s), methods, outcomes, conclusions and implications. 
Acknowledgements (if applicable) 
References 
Appendices (as appropriate) 
Tables and Figures: Each table or figure should appear on its own page; do not embed them 
in the text. Tables and figures must be clearly numbered, with the title and caption above 
the corresponding table and figure respectively. Avoid using colour and tints in the tables 
and figures for purely aesthetic reasons and do not use “special effects”, for example, three-
dimensional bar graphs, in the figures. Individual figures should be saved and sent in TIFF 
format with 300 dpi or higher. 

Please also note the following: 
 Please write clearly and concisely, stating your objectives clearly and defining your 

terms. Your arguments should be substantiated with well reasoned supporting evidence. 
 In writing your paper, you are encouraged to review articles in the area you are 

addressing which have been previously published in the Journal, and where you feel 
appropriate, to reference them. This will enhance context, coherence, and continuity for 
readers. 

 For all manuscripts, gender-, race-, and creed-inclusive language is mandatory. 

References should be cited following the APA style (see the Publication Manual of the 
American Psychological Association, sixth edition) in the text. In the References section, 
references should be alphabetized in the following formats: 

Armstrong, L. & McKechnie, K. (2003). Intergenerational communication: Fundamental by 

under-exploited theory for speech and language therapy with older people. 

International Journal of Language and Communication Disorders, 38(1), 13-29. 

Leoinen, E., Letts, C., & Smith, B. R. (2000). Children’s pragmatic communication 

difficulties. London: Whurr. 

Parkinson, A. & Pate, S. (2000). Speech and language therapy assessment. In J. Law, A. 

Parkinson & R. Tamhne (Eds.), Communication difficulties in childhood (pp. 91-

118). Oxon: Redcliffe Medical Press. 

 


